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PATRON COMPLETES TAKEOVER OF POWERLEAGUE FOR £42.5 MILLION 

 

 NEW ERA OF EXPANSION FOR EUROPE’S LEADING 5-A-SIDE FOOTBALL OPERATOR 
 SKY SPORTS PRESENTER RICHARD KEYS AND FORMER ESPORTA DIRECTOR 

JONATHAN FIRST TO JOIN BOARD 
 
Patron Capital Partners (‘Patron’), a leading private equity and property fund, has completed its 
takeover of Powerleague plc (‘Powerleague’ or ‘the Company’), the largest owner and operator of 5-
a-side football centres in Europe, and formerly listed on AIM with an enterprise value in excess of 
£80 million. 
 
Patron has backed the management team, led by Sean Tracey (Chief Executive) and Sheena 
Beckwith (Finance Director), who along with the senior management and other key team members 
will be instrumental in the growth of the business. 
 
Patron has strengthened the management team with additional experience and expertise, including 
naming Jonathan First to the Board, former commercial director at Esporta, who has been working 
at Powerleague for the past year, has 20 years of experience in the leisure sector and in particular 
has extensive leisure site rollout experience across Europe, and the Sky Sports presenter, Richard 
Keys, one of the most respected and recognised faces in TV football, who has agreed to join the 
company as a non-executive director. 
 
Powerleague operates a portfolio of 43 sites across the UK, including the 22 pitch Old Trafford 
Soccerdome, the largest 5-a-side football centre in the world. It provides excellent sports, fitness 
and leisure facilities to over 130,000 people each week, with over 500 divisions and over 4,000 
league teams around the country. Powerleague works closely with local communities with more 
than 20,000 children playing for free at its centres each week.  
 
Keith Breslauer, Managing Director of Patron Capital, said: “Powerleague is an exciting 
opportunity within the Patron investment portfolio. The company has strong growth potential and 
has proved to be resilient in the challenging economic climate. 
 
“We were attracted to Powerleague by the strength of the management team and its leading 
position within the sector. Its business model and effective asset backed cash flows are entirely in 
line with Patron’s strategy. With Patron’s support, Powerleague will have the financial and 
operational flexibility it needs to increase and convert its significant pipeline of potential sites.” 
 
The takeover was financed entirely with equity capital from Patron Fund III, with third party debt 
being used only to refinance the existing debt facilities. In addition to the over £50m equity invested 
on acquisition, Patron has underwritten significant additional equity capital to at least double the 
business over the next three to five years with an aggressive roll-out of new sites. Patron will be 
actively helping this process via its network of contacts and its extensive knowledge of the UK and 
European property markets. 
 
 



 
Sean Tracey, Chief Executive of Powerleague added: “Patron is a highly respected and 
successful investment fund with strong private equity and real estate expertise. This made them a 
very attractive partner for us at such a crucial stage in our development. Patron has significant 
equity resources and a wide network of global relationships within the leisure and property 
industries throughout the UK and Europe that will be entirely available for Powerleague to benefit 
from. We believe that these resources will help enable us to affect a step change in the growth of 
the business.  
 
The Company’s focus continues to be the growth of its site portfolio, with the UK as its core market, 
alongside expansion into Europe. In the last two months the Company has opened two centres – 
one in the West Midlands, and a second unique site in the heart of London’s West End, close to 
Regents Park.” 
 
He added: “I am extremely pleased that Richard and Jonathan have joined our board. These 
appointments will significantly boost Powerleague’s profile in the football world and can only benefit 
our strategy to attract blue chip corporate partners, potential sponsorship opportunities and new 
sites for our roll-out strategy.” 
 
Richard Keys, said: “I am excited about joining the market leader in grass roots small sided 
football in the UK. The great appeal of the 5 a-side game is its all embracing nature and the 
participation of all age groups, from kids, to men and women in their 50s and 60s.  I look forward to 
being an ambassador for the company and working with the management team to identify both 
commercial and charitable opportunities.” 
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For further information please contact: 
 
Keith M. Breslauer, Managing Director  
Patron Capital Limited 
Tel: 020 7629 9417 
 
Sean Tracey, Chief Executive     Lulu Bridges / Paul Young 
Powerleague        Tavistock Communications 
Tel:  0141 887 7758      Tel:  020 7920 3150 
 



 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Information about Patron Capital (www.patroncapital.com)  
 
Patron Capital Partners (“Patron”) represents approximately €1.7 billion of capital across several 
funds and related co-investments, investing in property, corporate operating entities whose value is 
primarily supported by property assets and distressed debt and credit related businesses. Since 
1999, the Funds have made more than 55 investments involving approximately 18 million square 
feet in 12 countries. Patron targets opportunistic investments with an equity size typically between 
€30 and €70 million. Investors represent a variety of prominent universities, major institutions, 
private foundations, and high net worth individuals located throughout North America and Europe. 
To date the Funds have a consolidated investment performance (realized and unrealized) of 54% 
IRR. Realized performance to date across the Patron Funds is 68% IRR. 
 
The investment adviser to the Funds is Patron Capital Limited, established in 1999. Headquartered 
in London with offices in Barcelona, Milan, Dreieich (Germany) and Luxemburg, the group is 
comprised of over 60 people, with 31 investment professionals. In addition to the above, in Warsaw 
the group has a further 35+ person dedicated platform. The Founder and Managing Director of 
Patron Capital Limited is Keith Breslauer, who has 22 years experience in property and corporate 
finance. The team includes 17 Originating Partners and Investment Directors who focus on different 
geographical areas and sectors, with an average of eleven years of experience, a senior 
Development Director and twelve Senior Associates and Analysts, with an average of eight years of 
experience. Patron also maintains comprehensive in-house legal, tax and accounting teams, with 
fifteen professionals dedicated to these areas. 
 
Patron prides itself on its institutional approach to fund management and reporting, as well as its 
entrepreneurial culture and ability to conduct thorough due diligence and to expedite decisions. The 
Patron team has many years of collective experience in private equity and real estate, and all staff 
have made personal financial commitments to the success of the investments. Central to Patron’s 
strategy is the practice of investing with a pan-European network of local partners, who are familiar 
with the local market and co-invest alongside the funds. 
 
Information about Powerleague (www.powerleague.co.uk) 
 
Powerleague is the largest owner and operator of 5-a-side football centres in the UK.  Powerleague 
provides over 500 divisions around the country and over 4000 league teams. Their portfolio of 43 
sites includes the 22 pitch Old Trafford Soccerdome, the largest 5-a-side football centre in the 
world. The business has achieved consistent growth, generating an EBITDA of £10.2 million on 
revenues of £30 million for the year ended 30 June 2009.  

 


